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they had by no means contemplated—the harsh peace of Brest-Litovsk under which the Germans occupied the Ukraine, deprived Russia of her Baltic Provinces and left Petrograd at the mercy of any invader from the borders of Finland and Esthonia.
It may be argued that these events were in the long-run disaster for Germany, since they encouraged her to continue the struggle with the western Allies beyond the point at which a moderate peace was possible. But for the moment the collapse of Russia came as a gift from the gods providing men and munitions for a last great fling against the Allies in the west. The first-fruits were an attack on the Italians at Caporetto in the Province of Venezia (October 24, 1917), where a German and Austrian force broke through and won an immense, if temporary, success. The Italian commander, General Cadorna, only saved his army by retreating precipitately to the line of the Piave with the loss of 250,000 prisoners and for a few days it seemed as if the whole plain of North Italy might be overrun, and great cities like Venice, Verona, and even Milan fall into the hands of the enemy. But the Italians rallied; the British and French rushed troops to their aid, and the enemy had no sufficient force in reserve to exploit an advantage which had greatly exceeded his expectations. The Italians stood firm on the line of the Piave until the coming of winter ended these operations.
Peace Efforts in 1917
Something has been said about the peace-terms which the Germans proposed in December 1916 as a preliminary to their submarine war and a word may be added here about other peace efforts in the year 1917.
The aged Austrian Emperor, Franz Joseph, died in November, 1916, and was succeeded by his grandson, Charles, a young man of 29 who had had little experience of affairs to qualify him for the terrible position he was now called upon to occupy. But he showed a certain independence from the beginning, and was with great difficulty persuaded to consent to the adoptioji of the unrestricted submarine warfare upon which the Germans decided in January of the following year. He believed a peace of victory to be impossible, and,ch compelled them in the following year to accept the kind of peace which
